Saint John the Baptist Parish

Parroquia San Juan Bautista
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69 QUINCY AVE., PAWTUCKET, RI 02860

Rev. Mauricio Romero Viquez, Pastor

Vicente Caban, Deacon
Robert Giambo, Organist

Mrs. Cecilia Marin-Hoyt, Secretary
Email stjohnbaptist.org@gmail.com

www.churchofstjohnthebaptist.org

Matrimony / Matrimonio

Office Hours
Horario de la Oficina
Monday — Thursday / Lunes a Jueves
9:00am - 2:00pm 401-722-9054

Weekend Masses
Misas de fin de semana
Saturday: 4:30pm English / Inglés
Sabado 6:00pm Espaiiol / Spanish
Sunday: 9:30am English / Inglés
Domingo 11:30am Espafiol / Spanish

Daily Masses
Misas durante la semana
Wednesday 8:00am English / Inglés
Martes y Viernes 7:00pm Espafiol / Spanish
Bilingual Mass Saturday / Sdbado at 8:00am

Confessions (Chapel) / Confessions (Capilla)
Saturday / Sabado 3:30pm to 4:20pm
& 5:30pm to 5:50pm or by apt. / por cita

Baptism / Bautismo
Baptisms are celebrated on the second Sunday of
every Month after the 11:30am Mass. Please call
the rectory at least two months in advance.
[L.os Bautismos se celebran el segundo Domingo de

cada mes después de la Misa de las 11:30am.
Llame a la rectoria con 2 meses de anticipacion.

Anointing of the Sick
Uncidén de los enfermos
Please call the parish.

Por favor llamar a la parroquia.

Legion de Maria

Call one year in advance to begin preparation.
Llamar con un ailo de anticipacion.

Eucharistic Adoration
Adoracion Eucaristica
Every Friday / Todos los Viernes
9:00am to 6:45pm in the Church / en la Iglesia

Young Women’s Faith Group
Ages / Edades 15 to 25
Meeting Place: Rectory

1% Sunday of the month from 6-8pm

Chiquitin Misionero
Wednesdays / Miercoles 6 — 7:30pm
5to 7 years old / Ninos de 5 a 7 afios

Comunidad Evangelizadora (CERS)
Miércoles a las 7:30pm en el sétano

Food Bank / Banco de Comida
March / Marzo
Monday / Lunes 16 & 23
9:30am to 11:00am & 6:00pm to 7:00pm
Wednesday / Miercoles 18 & 25
9:30am to 11:00am

Hospitality House / Casa de Hospitalidad
Open every Tuesday / Martes at 10:30am
Hot lunch / Almuerzo caliente at 11:30 am

New Parishioners
Please call the Rectory to register. Llamar a la
Rectoria para registrarse.

Lunes a las 6:00pm en la Sacristia



Fourth Sunday of I_ent
NMarch 15, 2026

Peace and all good! Dear brothers and sisters in
our Lord Jesus Christ.

Introduction

The common thread running through this Sunday's
readings is that God does not see as we see. This
fourth Sunday of Lent focuses on the ways of
seeing and God's way of seeing. The gaze of
Samuel, who learns to discern without being
seduced by the glitter. The gaze of Paul, who
doesn't begin with "de" this or that, but with "you
are..." light in the Lord. And the gaze of Jesus,
who, upon encountering a man born blind, breaks
the automatic reflex of looking for someone to
blame. He doesn't ask "what happened,’ but "who
are you?'' And that changes everything.

The Word of God invites us to examine our
blindness: in the family, in the Church, at work, in
the classroom, on the street. And also to ask without
drama: ""Lord, heal my vision and teach me to
see.'’ Because sometimes the miracle is not seeing
more things, but seeing better.

Reflection on the Word of God

The first reading for this Sunday ({ Samuel 16:11f)
recounts the anointing of David. It is a story that
seeks to show us the failure of Saul's monarchy and
David's rise to the throne from humble beginnings.
The biblical account leaves no room for doubt: God
chooses David because he is the least, the one with
the least stake in all of this (being king of Israel);
God is not interested in the "sacred monarchy"
itself, but rather that the king be just and good to the
defenseless.

The second reading (Ephesians 5:8-14) reminds
the community to whom this letter is addressed that
those who have come to the Christian faith are
children of light.

Remembering humble origins involves a pedago-
gical process that always seeks the spiritual therapy
of reliving profound realities. Anything

other than this is a kind of "falling asleep," a
forgetting of the mystery of God's grace and
salvation. Therefore, the mystery of light is a
revelatory mystery, uncovering the truths of life
that must not be forgotten. This practical part of the
Letter to the Ephesians is concerned with showing
that the works of darkness are "'sterile,” that is, they
do not generate life, contrary to the works of light,
which are life.

Today's Gospel (John, Chapter 9) is one of the
most profound episodes in Johannine literature. A
sign and a dialogue, in polemic with the Jews, pre-
sents Jesus as the revealer of God who dismantles
many things and conceptions held about God, about
life, about illness, about sin, and about death.

Saint John confronts the man born blind with the
Pharisees, who are the ones who decide on religious
matters. In the mindset of an unacceptable theolo-
gical Judaism, the man born blind must have some
kind of guilt, either personal or inherited from his
parents (sin) or ancestors (for being born blind).

It is rightly said that this is a baptismal narrative of
the Johannine community; a kind of catechesis for
those who were to be baptized, in a process that was
meant to teach them how receiving and living the
light of faith would necessarily lead them to
confront the mystery of the darkness of those who
do not accept Jesus Christ.

The blind man, who comes to see, who at first does
not know who Jesus is, gradually discovers what
Jesus has given him, and what the Pharisees want to
take from him. The man must go to wash in the pool
of the "sent one.” But the sent one is Jesus himself.
We can say that this man is not healed—saved—1by
saliva and mud, but by washing, by immersing
himself in the mystery of the Lord's life. It is a play
of images full of meaning; hence its original
baptismal significance.

When Jesus hears that this man has been rejected by
the religious world around him, he goes out to meet
him. And the man surrenders himself completely to



him. It is God himself, a man among men, who has
come to meet him and who has opened the eyes of
his life so that he can feel free. In this God, in Jesus,
the blind man believes. He is his Lord. In the man
born blind are all people immersed in darkness until
Christ brings the knowledge that illuminates: it is
the true experience of the false securities of the
Jews and of the world.

Let this Gospel ask us three simple questions:

Whom am I treating as “guilty,” so as not to
approach them?

Whom am I seeing as a “case,” and not as a
brother or sister?

What kind of religious blindness has I acquired
without realizing it? Is it the kind that makes me
"know" too much, but love too little?

And a prayer for this week: Lord, heal my vision.
May I see as You see. May I not use Your name to
exclude anyone. May I, when someone is expelled,
have the courage to go out with You to find them.

WE ASK FOR YOUR PRAYERS
For the following parishioners:
In the Hospital: Hope Fernandes
At Home: Jovina De Barros
Jeanne Jugan Residence: Florence Corneau
Grandview: Alberto De Barros

MASS INTENTIONS
Saturday March 14 4:30pm
+William Nesbitt on his 10™ year anniversary, by
Agnes Nesbitt
Sunday March 15 9:30am
+Noella Bricault, by Family
Monday March 16 8:00am
Wednesday March 18 8:00am

+Cesar Zuleta, Sr. by Family

+Antonio Leite & Justina Andrade, by Fatima Leite
Saturday March 14 Bilingual 8:00am
Vigil Mass 4:30pm
+Henry & Jeanette Mailhot, by Richard and Suzanne
Mailhot

Sunday March 15 9:30am
+Bertrand Desrochers, by Family

Collection 3/8 $4572.00
Fuel/Maintenance $3285.00
Second Collection
Rice Bowl 3/29
Faster 4/5

Fuel/Maintenance 4/19
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Fr. Mauricio cordially invites all new parishioners from St. Mary’s,
as well as the entire English-speaking community, to join him for
coffee & pastries in the rectory dining area on:

“ Saturday, March 21st
= ____— After the 4:30 PM Mass — e

A wonderful oppor!unity to meet Fr. Mauricio and learn more

about registering as parishioners of our community.

. All.anerweleomesfrom bothmasses —
Wehopetto see you there!
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SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST CHURCH
69 QUINCY AVE
PAWTUCKET, Rl




Announcements

Masses on Wednesday and Saturday 8am will now be
celebrated in the Chapel. The bishops of the
ecclesiastical Province of Hartford have decree that the
amount of $15 shall be the stipend for weekday Masses
and $25 for weekend Masses.

Faith Formation Class Schedule
March 18, 25 — Class
Time 6:00 to 7:30pm
In the Church Hall, please enter thru Bullock St.

The Stations of the Holy Cross will be bilingual
every Friday of Lent at 6:15pm in the Church.

March fundraiser

We will sell prepared food to go on March 22. The plate
will include: rice, salad, a piece of beef, two tortillas,
soda or water. The price will be $15 per adult or $10
per child.

In order for this fundraiser to be a success, we need your
help. Either by buying the prepared food, donating
money or food items needed to prepare the food or both.
As always, we greatly appreciate your continuous
support.

All Day Confessions

Each one of us had times when we have mistreated
others and neglected God. A great opportunity to make
things right and regain our peace is through the
Sacrament of Confession. You are invited to All Day
Confessions, Sat. March 21%, 9:00am — 2:00pm at St.
Joseph’s Parish, 1200 Mendon Road, Woonsocket, RI.

Never doubt God’s readiness to forgive you!

Annual Chrism Mass

The Chrism Mass in the Cathedral with Bishop Bruce
A. Lewandowski, C.Ss.R. on Monday, March 30 at 6
p.m. at the Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul, Provi-
dence. Join Bishop Bruce and the priests and deacons of
the Diocese of Providence at this special annual Mass.
The Bishop will be joined by dozens of concelebrating
priests and many deacons from across the diocese. At
this Mass, the priests of the diocese renew their priestly
promises and the bishop consecrates and blesses holy
oils used in the sacramental rites of the church for the
coming year. All are welcome!

More — https://dioceseofprovidence.org/news/save-the-
date-the-annual-chrism-mass

Anuncios

Las Misas de los miércoles y sabados 8am se
celebraran en la Capilla. Los obispos de la provincia
eclesiastica de Hartford han decretado que la esti-pendio
para las misas entre semana serd de $15 y de $25 para
las misas de fin de semana.

Horario de Clases de Formacion de Fe
Marzo 18, 25 — Hay clase
De las 6:00 a las 7:30pm
En el s6tano de la Iglesia, entrar por la calle Bullock.

Las estaciones de la Santa Cruz seran bilingiie todos
los viernes de cuaresma a las 6:15pm en la Iglesia.

Recaudacion de fondos de marzo
Venderemos comida para llevar el 22 de marzo. El plato
incluira: arroz, ensalada, un trozo de carne de res, dos
tortillas, refresco o agua. El precio serd de $15 por
adulto y $10 por nifio.

Para que esta recaudacion de fondos sea un éxito,
necesitamos su ayuda. Ya sea comprando la comida,
donando dinero o los ingredientes necesarios para
prepararla, o ambas cosas.

Como siempre, agradecemos enormemente su con-tinuo
apoyo.

Confesiones de Todo el Dia

Todos hemos tenido momentos en los que hemos
maltratado a otros y descuidado a Dios. Una gran
oportunidad para enmendar las cosas y recuperar la paz
es el Sacramento de la Confesion. Estan invitados a las
Confesiones de Todo el Dia, el sabado 21 de marzo, de
9:00a. m. a 2:00 p. m., en la Parroquia de San José, 1200
Mendon Road, Woonsocket, RI.

iNunca duden de la disposicion de Dios para
perdonarlos!

Misa Crismal Anual
L.a Misa Crismal en la Catedral, con el Obispo Bruce A.
Lewandowski, C.Ss.R., se celebrara el lunes 30 de mar-
zo a las 6:00pm en la Catedral de los Santos Pedro y
Pablo, Providencia. Acompaiie al Obispo Bruce y a los
sacerdotes y didconos de la Didcesis de Providencia en
esta Misa anual especial. El Obispo estara acompanado
por decenas de sacerdotes concelebrantes y numerosos
diaconos de toda la didcesis. En esta Misa, los sacer-
dotes de la diocesis renuevan sus promesas sacerdotales
y el obispo consagra y bendice los santos Oleos
utilizados en los ritos sacramentales de la iglesia para el
afio entrante. jTodos son bienvenidos!




Cuarto Domingo de Cuaresma
15 de Marzo, 2026

iPaz y Bien! Estimados hermanos y hermanas
en nuestro Seiior Jesucristo.

Introduccion

El hilo conductor que atraviesa las lecturas de este
domingo es que Dios no mira como miramos
nosotros, Este cuarto domingo de Cuaresma pone ¢l
foco en las formas de mirar v la manera de mirar
de Dios. La mirada de Samuel, que aprende a
discernir sin dejarse seducir por ¢l brillo. L.a mirada
de Pablo, que no empieza por “haz” esto o lo otro,
sino por “eres...” luz en el Sefior. Y la mirada de
Jestis, que al encontrarse con un ciego de nacimien-
to rompe el reflejo automatico de buscar culpables.
No pregunta “qué pasé”, sino “quién eres tu”. Y
eso lo cambia todo.

La palabra de Dios nos invita a revisar nuestras
cegueras: en la familia, en la Iglesia, en el trabajo,
en el aula, en la calle. Y también a pedir sin
dramatismos: “Seitor, cura mi mirada y enséiiame
a ver”, Porque a veces el milagro no es ver mas
COsas, SINO VEr mejor.

Reflexion de la Palabra de Dios

La primera lectura de este domingo (ISam. 16, 1ss)
nos relata la uncién de David. Es un relato que
quiere ofrecernos el fracaso de la monarquia de Satl
y el ascenso, desde lo mas humilde, de David al
trono. El relato biblico no deja lugar a dudas: Dios
elige a David porque es el mas pequefio, el que
menos intereses tiene en todo esto (de ser rey de
Israel); a Dios no le interesa la “monarquia sagrada”
en si, sino que el rey sea justo y bueno con los que
no tienen defensa.

La segunda lectura (Ef. 5, 8-14) recucrda a la
comunidad a la que se dirige esta carta que los que
han llegado a la fe cristiana son hijos de la luz.

El recuerdo de los origenes humildes implica un
proceso pedagdgico que siempre busca la terapia
espiritual de revivir realidades profundas. Todo lo
que no sea eso, es un “dormtirse”, un olvidar el mis-

terio de la gracia de Dios y de la salvacion. Por eso
el misterio de la luz es un misterio revelador, descu-
bridor de las verdades de la vida que no se deben
olvidar. Esta parte practica de la carta a los Efesios
se interesa por mostrar que las obras de las tinieblas
son “estériles”, es decir, no engendran vida, contra-
rio a las obras de la luz, que son vida.

El evangelio (Ja. Cap. 9), de hoy es uno de los epi-
sodios mas densos de la obra joanica. Un signo y un
dialogo, en polémica con los judios, nos presenta a
Jestis como revelador de Dios que va destruyendo
muchas cosas y concepciones que se tenian sobre
Dios, sobre la vida, sobre la enfermedad, sobre el
pecado y sobre la muerte.

San Juan enfrenta al hombre ciego de nacimiento
con los fariseos, que son los que deciden sobre las
cuestiones religiosas. El ciego de nacimiento, en la
mentalidad de un judaismo teoldgico inaceptable,
debia tener una culpabilidad, bien personal, bien
heredada de sus padres (pecado) o antepasados
(para nacer ciego).

Se dice, con razén, que este es un relato bautismal
de la comunidad jodnica; una especie de catequesis
para los que habian de ser bautizados, en un proceso
que les debia ensefiar como el recibir y vivir la luz
de la fe les llevaria necesariamente a enfrentarse
con el misterio de las tinieblas de los que no aceptan
a Jesucristo.

El hombre ciego, que llega a ver, que al principio
no sabe quién es Jesus, poco a poco va descubriendo
lo que Jests le ha dado, y lo que los fariseos le
quieren arrebatar. El hombre debe ir a lavarse a la
piscina del «enviado». Pero el enviado es el mismo
Jesus. Podemos decir que aquel hombre no es
curado = salvado, por la saliva y ¢l barro, sino por
lavarse, sumergirse en el misterio de la vida del
Sefior. Es un juego de imagenes llenas de sentido;
de ahi su significado bautismal originario.

Cuando Jesis oye que aquel hombre ha sido
rechazado por el mundo religioso de su entorno sale



a su encuentro. Y el hombre se entrega comple-
tamente a El. Es Dios mismo, un hombre entre los
hombres, quien ha salido a su encuentro y quien le
ha abierto los ojos de su vida para que pueda
sentirse libre. En este Dios, en Jesus, cree el ciego.
El es su Sefior. En el ciego de nacimiento estan
todos los hombres sumergidos en la tiniebla hasta
que Cristo trae el conocimiento que ilumina: es la
experiencia verdadera de las falsas seguridades de
los judios y del mundo.

Dejemos que este evangelio nos haga ftres
preguntas sencillas:

(A quién estoy tratando como “culpable”?, para
no acercarme

(A quién estoy mirando como “caso” ?, y no
como hermano o hermana.

;Qué tipo de ceguera religiosa se me ha pegado?,
sin darme cuenta; ;acaso esa que hace que yo
“sepa” demasiado, pero ame poco?

Y una peticidon para esta semana: Sefior, cura mi
mirada. Que vea como T0 ves. Que no use tu nom-
bre para dejar fuera a nadie. Que, cuando alguien
sea expulsado, yo tenga ¢l coraje de salir contigo a
buscarlo.

La Vela de San José
Por la familia Velasquez Correa
Intencidn de Sonia Veldsquez

Colecta 3/8 $4572.00
Gas y Mantenimiento $3285.00
Segunda Colecta
Plato de Arroz 3/29
Pascua de Resurreccion 4/5
Gas y Mantenimiento 4/19

Cursillos de Cristiandad
Para Hombres: del 16 al 19 de abril
Si desea mas informacidon por favor contacte a:
Cristina Méndez 401-575-7704.
El lugar: En la Casa de Retiro Nuestra Sra. de La
Salette.

Retiro de Cuaresma
Se llevara a cabo el dia 21 de marzo de las 9 de la
maifiana a las 5 de la tarde en el sotano de la
Iglesia. La colaboracién es de $30 por persona.

INTENCIONES DE LLAS MISAS
Sabado 14 de Marzo Vigilia 6:00pm
En accion de gracias al Espiritu Santo, intencion de
Marta Santiago
Por la salud de Hope Ferndndez, intencion de Jose
De Barros
Por la salud de Ashley Guadalupe Benitez,
intencion de su mama
+Por el descanso eterno de John Dilon en su ler
mes, intencion de Jairo Mufioz
Domingo 15 de Marzo 11:30am
En accion de gracias por Jennifer y Kenny Velas-
quez en su cumpleafios, intencidn de sus padres y
hermanos
Por la salud de Ashley Guadalupe Benitez,
intencion de su mama
+Por el descanso eterno de Alicia Echeverry y Jor-
dan Berson, intencion de la familia Durango
+Por el descanso eterno de Maria Natividad Roque,
intencion de sus hijos y familia
+Por el descanso eterno de Jesus lvan Rios,
intencién de Yamile Buritica
+Por las Benditas Almas del Purgatorio

Martes 17 de Marzo 7:00pm
+Por las Benditas Almas del Purgatorio
Viernes 20 de Marzo 7:00pm
+Por las Benditas Almas del Purgatorio
Sabado 21 de Marzo (Misa Bilingiie)  8:00am
+Por las Benditas Almas del Purgatorio
Vigilia 6:00pm

En accion de gracias a la Santisima Virgen por
favores recibidos, intencién de Gladys Giraldo
+Por el descanso eterno de Daniel Goncalves in su
primer aniversario, Candida Semedo

+Por ¢l descanso eterno de Manuel Cabral Semedo,
intencidon de Candida Semedo

Domingo 22 de Marzo 11:30am
+Por el descanso eterno de Alicia Echeverry y Jor-
dan Berson, intencion de la familia Durango

+Por el descanso eterno de Gloria Lissette LLamba
Verde, intencion de su familia

+Por las Benditas Almas del Purgatorio




Saint Joseph

This Thursday, March 19th, is the feast day of Saint
Joseph. He is one of the greatest saints in the Church.
The Bible doesn't tell us very much about him, but we
know that he was very obedient and trusted God, and that
he must have been a very holy man- God chose him to
look after His own Son, Jesus!

Saint Joseph was just a poor Jewish carpenter, but
God saw that he was a very good man so He chose him to
be the husband and protector of Mary, who would be the
Mother of Jesus. Saint Joseph provided for Mary by his
hard work.

When Jesus was born Saint
Joseph protected Him from the evil
King Herod, who wanted to kill
Him. He spent his days working to
support Jesus and Mary and taught
Jesus how to be a carpenter, Saint
Joseph was Jesus' teacher, but he
also learned from Jesus how to be
holy.

Saint Joseph died a holy and
peaceful death in the arms of Jesus
and Mary. Now he is in Heaven,
helping us when we pray to him.
We should pray to him because he
is a great protector and teacher for
us, just like he was for Jesus.
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Saint Dicholas Owen
fIraveh 22

LITTLE IS
KNOWN OF ¢
NICHOLAS'

EARLY LIFE.
HE WAS A

CARPENTER
IN ENGLAND
DURING THE
TIME OF ;
THE PERSE-

CUTION OF
CATHOLICS, 3

AT THAT TIME IT WAS ILLEGAL
TO BE A CATHOLIC,
ESPECIALLY TO BE A PRIEST
AND TO SAY MASS.

NICHOLAS BUILT
SECRET HIDING PLACES
FOR THE JESUIT
PRIESTS TO STAY lN

HE SECRETLY BECAME
A JESUIY BROTHER.

Good moming!

N, ol
HE DID REGULAR
WORK DURING THE
DAY SO THAT NOBODY

fm :- l woufd like
; become a Jesuit. ; l

WOULD SUSPECT HIM.| |05 ~or s e

ONCE HE HELPED A PRIEST BROTHER
ESCAPE FROM THE LONDON =+ NICHOLAS WAS
TOWER PRISON. | ARRESTED
TN & - AGAIN AND
‘ﬂ} ed [ s TORTURED FOR
IRllglptial s | 4& . INFORMATION.
M '] IO EY BUT HE WOULD
ERE U Y AT NOT GIVE IN
{0 AN SN AND TELL
WHERE AND
. & ((w\ So the guard WHO THE
| changes at te PRIESTS WERE.

SAINT NICHOLAS REFUSED TO BETRAY THE PRIESTS AND DIED
FROM THE TORTURES. HERE IS A MAN WHO USED HIS SKILLS
AND CLEVERNESS TO WORK FOR GOD AND PROTECT HIS
PRIESTS. WE CAN LEARN FROM HIM THAT GOD WANTS U5 TO
USE OQUR TALENTS TO BUILD AND PROTECT THE CHURCH.

thekidsbulletin@ gmail.com

The Kids' Bulletin

Fourth Sunday of Lent
March 15, 2026
What did the man that Jesus cured say to the people
who thought Jesus was a sinner?
Use the code at the bottom to find out!
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BEFORE OlL |
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STAFF  SOUL 7 ]

WANT PATHS [1Z] 3 |
LORD VALLEY [ 5

SET ANOINT
ME COURAGE e
NO PASTURES |19 i

The (18A) is my (9A)
| shall not (14A)
In verdant (10D) he gives me repose;
beside restful (16A) he leads me;
he refreshes my {13A)

—

____(22A) guides __(19A) In right (1D)
for his name's .(17D)
Even though | walk in the dark (12D)
| fear (2A) evil; for you are at my side
with your rod and your (15D)
that give me . (BA)

You (21A) the (8A)
(4D) me
____(11A) the sight ___(20A) my foes;
you (7D) my head with 3(3D)
my cup (6D)
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Giving on line

598 Dexter Street, Central Falls, R 02863

401.726.8864 401.726.5700 Scan the QR Code to make your
We have proudly served the community since 1978 dlgltal donation to the ChLlI'Ch.
Open 7 days a week e S
Diana Zuleta, Manager Escanea cl COdlgO para
W, E1031E. Eam hacer tu donacion digital a la

outside Patio for dining and all your special events

Iglesia

KEEFE FUNERAL HOME
401-725-4253

5 Higginson Avenue, Lincoln, Rhode Island 02865
www.thekeefefuneralhome.com

keefefuneralhome@yahoo.com
Thomas H. Keefe Pre Need
President Planning
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